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Welcome

We are all looking forward to you joining our St Dominic community and hope that your child’s time with us will be a happy one where
they feel secure and cared for.

We aim to create a happy, stimulating environment where all children will be encouraged and motivated to explore, discover and learn.
These early years are the period when learning is most rapid. It is therefore very important that children are given a solid foundation on
which to build their future learning.

We hope that you will find this booklet useful. If you have any questions or concerns, please do come and discuss them with the Nursery
staff.

As parents you aim to provide the best for your child, and as educators we work with you in partnership to do the same.



MEET OUR TEAM

Mrs Amanda Corcoran
EYFES Lead
Class Teacher

Mrs J Hatfull
Early Years Teaching Assistant

Mrs Sarah Mann
Early Years Teaching Assistant
Mon/Tues/Wed

Miss C Jewhurst
Early Years Teaching Assistant
Mon/Tues



In our Nursery we aim to help children understand that we are all made in the image of God. We start from the principle that each child
has the right to expect the highest level of care and protection, love, encouragement and respect that we can give. We encourage them to
do their best at all times in every aspect of their learning and play.

We do this by:

« Providing a safe, happy and stimulating environment based on Christian values.

e Ensuring that the children feel part of St. Dominic School and have a sense of belonging.

« Offering the children equal access to all seven areas of the EYFS curriculum. We offer a balance of child initiated and adult led
learning, developed through play in continuous provision and whole class and small group activities.

« Extending and challenging the children’s skills, knowledge and experiences and encouraging them to develop further in all areas
of learning.

« Working in partnership with both children and parents.

« Encouraging positive behaviour and developing a sense of self-worth and a respect and tolerance of others.



THE NURSERY DAY

Monday — Friday mornings
8:45 - 11:45am
Children are expected to attend all five mornings

In addition to morning and afternoon sessions, we also offer Lunch Club provision. Parents have the option to pay for this additional
session, with the children bringing in a packed lunch from home. For children just attending the morning session, this will run
from 11.45am until 1.00pm and will cost £8.50 per session. For children staying for the afternoon session, this will run from
11.45am until 12.30pm and will cost £7.00. Both of these sessions should be booked via our online booking system and are payable
through Arbor. We ask for parents to establish a weekly pattern for a half term block.

If you would like more information, please contact the office on 01582 760047.

30 hours Free Childcare for 3- and 4-Year-Olds

In September 2017, funding for early education for 3- and 4-year-old children changed. The universal offer of free early education
of up to 15 hours a week term time increased to 30 hours for eligible working parents of 3- and 4-year-olds in England. The idea
behind the 30 hours provision is to support parents who work, as well as encourage parents back into work.

Friends Together is a separate provider, running Pre-School sessions in the Nursery classroom in the afternoon. For parents who
are entitled to 30 hours free childcare, the afternoon session is from 12.30pm until 3.30pm. If parents are not eligible for the 30
hour entitlement, we offer the option of paying for the afternoon sessions and is managed by and payable to Friends Together.
Friends Together is also able to offer breakfast and after school provision if you should require it. There are a limited number of
places for afternoon care - please contact Juliette Warrington at friendstogether1@hotmail.com for further information.

OUR CURRICULUM

‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential.’
Early years Foundation Stage Framework 2021

We aim to provide a broad and balanced curriculum which provides children with a wide range of activities to extend and develop their
existing skills and knowledge, while encouraging them to think for themselves and to make choices. We firmly believe that children
learn most through active play and enquiry. The Nursery curriculum is guided by the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework
2021 (EYFS). This focuses on three prime areas and four specific areas of learning:

THE PRIME AREAS

Communication and language
Physical development
Personal, social and emotional development

COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE

Your child will be immersed in stories, text, language, rhymes and songs. They will be taking part in conversations and quality
interactions throughout the morning in a language rich environment.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

Your child will be encouraged to move confidently, controlling their body and handling equipment. They will begin to develop an
awareness of health, which will include the importance of exercise and healthy eating.

PERSONAL, SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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Your child will be encouraged to be self-confident, take an interest in things, know what their own needs are, tell the difference between
right and wrong, and be able to dress and undress.

THE SPECIFIC AREAS OF LEARNING
L

Literacy

Mathematics
Understanding the World
Expressive Art and Design

LITERACY

Your child will listen to a range of stories as they explore how print has meaning and how a story is structured. They will talk about the
marks they make as they draw and paint.

MATHEMATICS

The children have access to resources which support their learning in all areas of mathematics, including subitising, counting, sorting,
measures, pattern, sequencing and time. Puzzles and games also provide opportunities for children to develop their mathematical thinking
and problem solving.



UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD

Your child will be encouraged to explore and find out about the world around them, asking questions about it. They will build with different
materials, know about everyday technology and learn what it is used for. They will find out about past events in their lives and learn about
their own faith as well as different cultures and beliefs.

EXPRESSIVE ART AND DESIGN

In this area the children can select from a variety of materials and activities. They choose to make models and collage and have the
opportunity to explore using paint. Children’s learning and development in this area will be enhanced as they sing songs, make music and
dance, and experiment with different ways of doing these activities.

This does not mean a child’s own learning is divided into separate areas: one experience may provide a child with opportunities to develop
a number of concepts and skills.

This developmental curriculum supports the learning and care of young children and provides opportunities for all children to:

e Develop new friendships, to play co-operatively with each other and to take turns.
e Gain in confidence and independence.
e Develop a caring and respectful attitude towards others.
e Enjoy listening to stories, poems and rhymes and to encourage them to make up their own.
e Develop and extend their reading and writing skills.
e Participate as both speakers and listeners in small and large group settings.
e Engage in conversation with adults and other children.
e Use number in everyday situations and to count with increasing accuracy.
o Develop their classifications skills, for example sorting by colour, shape or size.
e Use appropriate mathematical and scientific language.
e Investigate objects and materials and to stimulate their natural curiosity.
e Develop their large and fine motor control.
e Enjoy a variety of materials such as sand, water, glue, paper and paint.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Religious Education is central to the life of St Dominic’s. It promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of
the children and enables them to become aware of God's presence in their lives, helping them to foster a caring Christian attitude towards
others.

The new Religious Education Directory (RED) has been introduced in Nursery. We provide opportunities for celebration, prayer and
reflection. The children in Nursery participate in assemblies, liturgies and other whole school activities when appropriate.

EARLY LITERACY

We follow a DfE validated scheme, ‘Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised’. Your child will learn a range of nursery rhymes and
action songs. They will take part in activities that develop focused listening and attention, including oral blending.

EQUIPMENT

Your child needs to have their own named book bag in which to bring their book home. These are available to order from Beat School
Uniforms by phone on 0844 879 7288 or online at www.beatschooluniforms.co.uk.
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TIME TO PLAY

For young children the way to good learning is through quality playing. Play provides endless opportunities for children to practise and
acquire knowledge. Well planned play, both indoors and outdoors, is an important way in which young children learn with enjoyment and
challenge. Indoors and outdoors together make a complete learning and teaching environment. Children are encouraged to work and play
outside where they may take part in quiet or energetic play, gardening or creative and imaginative activities. We always value the work
children produce and this is used to create displays which give the children a sense of achievement.



A TYPICAL MORNING AT NURSERY

Parents are encouraged to settle their children at a ‘Busy Fingers’ activity where fine motor skills are
Arrival at developed by the provision of pencils and pens, paints, play dough and tools, jigsaws, threading beads,
Nursery scissors and construction kits. The children then gather on the carpet for a morning prayer. The children
enjoy counting the number of children in attendance. A visual timetable is shared each morning.

Small The children work with an adult in a small group on an activity related to one of the curriculum areas including
group time RE.
Learning The children decide where they would like to play and are given time to develop their own ideas, make
Through | choices and decisions and follow their own interests. Staff interact with and observe the children in their play,
Play supporting them to develop their skills and understanding.

The children have ‘rolling snack’ time. They choose when to have their snack and serve themselves. They

S.I_?;Cek are expected to sit down at a table, and it is a time to enjoy the opportunity to talk with a friend or a member of
staff.
Phonics They play games and take part in activities designed to develop phonic knowledge and awareness.
Show and : : . , .
The children are encouraged to share objects from home or a TAPESTRY post. The aim of ‘Show and Tell’ is
Tell . : , : L . . :
to build children's confidence and self-esteem, and to promote their listening and communication skills. The
Rhymes . . . . :
and story session ends with rhymes and a story, and a prayer is said at the very end of the morning.

ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING ACHIEVEMENT

Assessment of children’s progress is an integral part of our work in the Nursery. Observations allow us to assess each child so that we can
tailor our planning to meet their individual needs. We use a fully secure online Learning Journal called Tapestry to record individual
children’s progress. Your child’s online Learning Journal includes observations and photographs of your child playing and learning. Parents
and carers are provided with a login, and you can access your child’s journal either using a computer or a mobile app. Parents are also
invited to contribute to their child’s online Learning Journal, sharing the child’s achievements and interests at home.

When your child starts Nursery, we ask you to fill in an online booklet called ‘About me’. This gives us information about your child and
supports us to really get to know them.

After your child has been attending nursery for a couple of weeks you will receive a TAPESTRY post, including photographs, outlining
how they are settling into Nursery. In the autumn and spring terms you will be invited to a formal consultation meeting with the Nursery
teacher as part of the whole school parent consultation evenings. These meetings are important and we encourage you to make every effort
to attend. At the end of their time in Nursery your child will receive a written report documenting their development and achievements.



The Nursery session begins at 8.45 — 11.45am. At the end of each session the children must be collected by an adult. If someone other
than the child’s parent is collecting them, you should notify the member of staff who is at the door greeting the children as they arrive.
Please ensure that you give the School Office all contact details of the people who are authorised to collect your child from Nursery.

Please notify the School Office if your child is absent from Nursery. Holidays during term time are discouraged. If it is unavoidable, please
complete an Absence Request Form which is available from the School Office.

30 HOURS FREE CHILDCARE

In addition to the morning sessions, we also offer parents access to 30 hours free childcare through the provision of an optional Lunch
Club (run by St Dominic Nursery staff) and an afternoon Pre-School run by Friends Together (our trusted Breakfast and After School Club
provider). Wrap-around care offered by Friends Together also means that care is available for children between 7.50am and 6pm, should
this be required. For further information please visit our website www.stdominic.herts.sch.uk.

All Nursery parents have the option to pay for Lunch Club, with the children bringing in a packed lunch from home. For children just
attending the morning session, this will run from 11.45am until 1.00pm and will cost £7.50 per session. For children staying for the
afternoon session, this will run from 11.45am until 12.30pm and will cost £6.00. Both of these will be run by St Dominic Nursery staff
and we ask for parents to establish a weekly pattern for a termly block.

For parents who are entitled to 30 hours free childcare, the afternoon session is from 12.30pm until 3.30pm and will be run by Friends
Together within the Nursery classroom. If parents are not eligible for the 30 hour entitlement, we are offering the option of paying for the
afternoon sessions and this will be managed and payable to Friends Together.



MILK AND FRUIT

St Dominic is a healthy school and promotes healthy eating. We are part of the National Fruit Scheme, whereby a piece of fruit or vegetable
is provided free of charge to each child daily. We also regularly offer breadsticks, rice cakes and dried fruit. Milk is also provided free of
charge, which should be ordered from the School Office. Water is freely available to all children throughout the morning. It is important
we are informed immediately of any allergies or special dietary requirements your child may have.

PARENT HELPERS

We also encourage parents to help in the Nursery, if they are available. This might be helping with a creative activity, cooking, preparing
snack, playing a board game, accompanying the children on a trip or reading the children a story. Parents can often bring to life a topic
that the children are interested in by talking about a job or hobby. We will provide a timetable to sign if you are able to help, either
occasionally or on a regular basis. It can take a few weeks for new children to settle and we do ask parents to wait until their child has
become familiar with the Nursery routine before offering their assistance.

CLOTHING

The children wear aprons to protect their clothing when participating in messy activities but occasionally accidents do happen. Paint will
normally wash out of clothes if soaked in cold water first. Please label all items of clothing that your child will take off in Nursery, such
as gloves, hats and shoes. We would be grateful if you could ensure your child’s coat has a large loop sewn onto it so that it can be easily
hung up. We ask that your child has a named pair of wellington boots available in Nursery at all times. These should be pegged together
with a clothes peg or similar. Children should not bring in toys or items from home.

COOKING

We aim to cook in the Nursery on a regular basis, allowing each child to cook at least twice a term. The children also enjoy making their
own play dough each week. For this to take place we request a voluntary contribution of £1 a week towards ingredients for these activities.
We ask you to kindly make a donation via ARBOR.

SCHOOL DINNERS

Towards the end of your child’s final term in Nursery they will be invited to stay for school dinner or bring a packed lunch. Further details
will be given nearer the time along with the arrangements for your child’s transition from Nursery to Reception.

SCHOOL CAR PARK

The School car parks are reserved for staff parking only and parents may not park in them. If you need to drive to school, please try and
park in Southdown Road. There are two spaces in the main car park which are reserved for disabled drivers/passengers on school business
only. If this applies to you, please bring your disabled badge to the school office so that you may be issued with the appropriate school
permit.

A FINAL WORD

This prospectus is by no means comprehensive and will not be able to answer all of your questions, but it should give you an insight into
how we at St. Dominic are tackling the very important issues involved with the education of your child. We are very happy to talk
through any matter with you, however small it may seem, so that your child will be happy, successful and fulfilled.

Mrs Lynn Wilson, Interim Headteacher



