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To join St. Dominic School is to be
a part of a continuing tradition of
Catholic education which started
in Harpenden with the arrival of
the Dominican order in 1920.
After three centuries without the
Mass being offered in Harpenden,
Father Martin who was assistant
priest at St. Albans founded the
Harpenden Mission in January

1905.Father Martin offered the first Mass on Sunday, 8th January 1905. It was held in the gymnasium in Vaughan Road

and continued to be, until the solemn opening of a temporary iron church, dedicated to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, on

28th May 1905 on the sitef the present Catholi€hurch

Events in 1919 proved to be the foundation stones for the school of St. Dominic. Soon after his appointment as first
resident parish priest of Harpenden on 16th November 1919, Father Bernard Longstaff concluded that he needed help in
the parish, especiallwith the children. Meanwhile, Mother Cecilia Marshall, Foundress of the Dominican Convent in
Portobello Road, was looking for suitable new premises for her community which was too numerous. The result in 1920
was the establishment of a small Dominican @amity and school in Bowers Cottage in Harpenden High Street.

With the growth of the local Catholic community, ther@nte a corresponding growth of the number of children at the
school and as early as 1922 it was clear that larger premises were needed. Harpenden Hall, a large Jacobean property,
was purchased in the October of 1923 amd 14th January 1924 the schaoid community took up its new residence.

New wings were added to Harpenden Hall as the number on roll increased so that jmh@28Cardinal Bourne opened

the second new winghe school had 84 pupils.aiifar from Harpenden Hall, a large Georgian Style house set in twelve
acres of land became available in 1931. When the community purchased the prapertpnvent and the school moved

into new premises.

With the increasing pressure of numbers, it was clear that considerable expansion was needed. It was agreed that a new
school should be built in the existing convent grounds and that it should be Voluntary Aided. This meant that both
governors and the LotAuthority had responsibilities to the school. However, the school was built from the resources of
the Dominican Order at considerable sacrifice. The sisters were also obliged to find themselves a separate house in
Harpenden as the Georgian house was $olthe Moat House Hotel management.

Sister Mary Francesca who had been on the staff of the school in 1949, was appointed Headmistress in 1954 and had
seen the school through this important transitiartired in 1977. Anthe tradition ofa Dominican Sister as Headded.

Mr. G.J. Moong was the first lay ead to be appointed and served the school until his retirement in 1988. Andrew
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January 2006 and served as Headteaasf G At Wdzf @ HAMT @ arhaa [ fIFNB hQ{dzZ f ADI



Ephesians, Ch.4, v.15

Our schooMission StatemenE WL F¥ ¢S A QS o0& GNMHMzIK YR Ay t2@0S3s 6S &KL f

Vision Statement

Within our school, each individual grows in their understanding and love of God. We work in partnership with parents
and the wider community to provide lagh-quality education, giving our pupils opportunities to realise their potential
and develop their full uniqueness.

To help us realise our vision waill: -
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Provide a creative curriculum thaelebrates the differences and diversity within our community to fulfil our wider
ambitions for the children.

Create a stimulating and safe environment within which our children can thrive.

Develop our children to be responsible and caring global citizens.

Work in partnership with families, our Parishes, local schools and the wider community to fulfil our wider ambitions

for the children.
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adventure, challenge, and celebration.

Inspire a lifelong love for learning as we prepare the children for the next stage in their education



SCHOOL ORGANISATIOI

St. Dominic has a Nursery class, Reception class, Year 1 class, Year 2 class, Year 3 class, Year 4 class, Year 5 class an
Year 6 class. We think very carefully about the way children learn and the best way to teach them. A variety of teaching
stylesaredlzi SR ' yR GKS OKAft RNBY IINBX INRAzZLISR Ay | @GFENASGE 2F 4
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group, the teacher lavays considers whatwillbé2 a4 STFSOGA GBS F2NJ KS OKAf RNByQa f

THE SCHOOL DAY

Please find a timetable below. These times exclude registration, break times and collective acts of worship.

SESSION TIME

First Morning Session 8.45-10.30
Second Morning Session 1045-12.00
Lunch 12.061.00
Afternoon Session 1.00-3.15
1.00-3.15
Nursery Session 8.451145

An optional Nursery lunch club is run by the schpplease see the
website for more information.

BREAKTIMES
As part of the Healthy Eating Initiativé K S 3 OK2 2t KIF a | WRNdzy child@emitiough®o YBdr DK Y 2 |
NEOSAGS | FNBS LIASOS 2F FTNHzZA G (KNP dz36u ang EnSourBoeda&pidvieay (i Q a
washed piece of fruit for your child to enjoy.
WATER

We also encourage children to regularly drink waliew help with this, you may send your chitdvith a labelled 300ml
or 500ml filled water bottle each day.

SCHOOL LUNCHES



The school is fortunate in having meals cooked on the premises every day. Each meal is nutritionally balanced and the
children who have meals do enjoy them. It also means you do not have to think about sandwiches every morning. All
children from Receptioi 2 |, SI NJ v KI @S (GKS 2LJWiA2y 2F I FNBS a0Kz22t YS
prices for children in KSglease enquire at the School Office.

Lunchtime supervision is provided for the children by-aéy supervisory assistaniBhese adults fulfil an important role
for the school in ensuring good safety for the children. They are often parents of children attending the school. Should
you be interested in helping, please enquire at the school office.

HEALTHY SCHOOLS

Over the yearsthe schoohas completedvork towardsthe National Healthy School Statugo support this, we ask that
OKAf RNBy Qa f dzy OdlyoreSmall tredihoyldibé Maludetl andzas we have children with allergies, no
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THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE

In our Early Years FoundatiStagewe have
highly qualified and experienced staff. Bot
the Nursery and Reception classes a
supported by qualified Early Year
Practitioners. We follow the Early Yea
Foundation Stage curriculum where
Ww{S@PSy I NBlFa 27 &
part of each session. The chlldren H‘u\
through a combination of teacherled £
sessions and chiohitiated learning. There Eaets
is a strong focus on independent exploratio 1&1&'
using indoor and outdoor classrooms. W : ‘f :
use Tapestry, an orline learning journak
that allows us to share photographsgdeos,
YR OKAf RNByQa O2 Y ¥
Parents can give comments and feedback @& )
observations and add their ownfE R
observations of their child's home learningg
We value parent partnership so we can
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the curriculum. An additional Nursery

prospectus is available on our website

packed with much more information.

WRAPAROUND CARE

Friends Together offers wraparound care for your child between the hours of 7.50am and 6.00pm, through the provision
of a Breakfast Club and After School Cllihe clubs cater for children in all years, from Reception upwards. The club
offers a wide range of activitiegcluding extensive arts and crafts, educational learning such as puzzles, construction
toys and board gamesplus an extensive range of reading booksam building and physical activities are promoted via
indoor and outdoor sports such dsotball, dodge ball, rounders, cricket and basket/netball. For further details and
information, contact the Club 087933 046834 or by email &fiendstogetherl@hotmail.com




Since September 2018, Friends Together has been running afternoonggeol) sessions for nursery children from
12.30¢ 3.30om. Please refer to our website for more information.

OUR CURRICULUN

CONTEXT

St. Dominic is a single form entry Catholic Primary school situated in an affluent area in Hent#ords
covering three parishesiarpenden, Redbourn and Wheathampstead.

AIMS & INTENT

WRSSLISY ff LJzLIAf &aQ dzy RS NA (iheyi ®Awt the @spel valie§ ke T I A
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wcreate a climate of wonder, adventure, challenge and celebration;

wprovide pupils with a forwardhinking, inspiringand creative curriculum that leads to a love of
learning;



wenable pupils to become independent learners who show resilience and respect;

wequip pupils with the knowledge and skills required to prepare them for their futures as global citizens
in a culturally diverse society.

IMPLEMENTATION

We usehemesfroms A YSy aA2ya W[ SINYyAy3a aSlya GKS 22NIRQ /
by four highly relevant world issues, known as the four Cs:

Culture
Communication
Conflict
Conservation

LMTW provides National Curriculum coverage while promoting creativity and a sense of community in
pupils.

RATIONALE

As a school with a demographic that represents an increasingly wider range of cultures, we want our
pupils to fully embrace cultural diversity, learning about, experiencing and celebrating a range of
different cultural and faith heritages. Wactively promotemutual respect, tolerance and our call to

work for the Common Goodhrough our RE Programme, assemblies and monthly values focus,
complemented by LMTW.

2S 0StASOS GKIFG O2YYdzyAOFGA2y Aa (1Se G2 I O0Saaa
committed to developing language for learning across the curriculum. With a focus specifically on oracy,
our curriculum provides opportunities for pupite express themselves in discussion, debate and
presentation, as well as enabling collaboration and exchange of ideas.

We feel our pupils, as stewards of our world, need a greater awareness and appreciation of local,
national and global conservation issues and initiatives, learning how they have an important role to play
in swstainability. Our Forest Schogrovision gives opportunities for pupilso grow and develop
spiritually, emotionally, physically and socially in the natural world around them.



Our commitment to nurturing positive attitudes and valussighlighted through oucurriculum and
life skills are integral to the curriculum design. Catholic Values are also matched against the four Cs,
ensuring further cohesion within and across the curriculum

FOUR Cs

Our curriculums based on four & conservation,communication,culture and conflict. The four G are
linked to our Catholic vaés which are celebrated in our Golden Momastemblies.



%(atit(l({.l

All year groups have a theme that becomes the focus for learning for thetenalf Integrating
curriculum areas around a theme helps learning become more relevant for pupils. This approach

KFNYySaasSa LlzZJAt aQ OdzNR 2 & A ( tbgether, explétiBggandolléctingliieas? vy |
and information.Pleasesee our website for curriculum mapping.



FOREST SCHOOL

Within St. Dominic Catholic Primary School, we are committed to providmghayuality education, giving our pupils opportunities to
realise their potential and develop their full uniqueness. To help us to achieve this, we have introduced Forest Sclkawi prim/our

curriculum, giving our pupils opportunities to grow and develop smtly, emotionally, physically, and socially in the natural world
around them

At St Dominic School we believe a holistic approach to outdoor play and learning gives children the opportunity to edfdcteee
their full potential anddevelop skills and attitudes which can then be transferred into everyday life.

At our Forest School, positive experiences of the natural environment promote the personal, social and emotional welltfeang of
individual, by improving their physical, social and communication skills, increasing theisteelin and confidence, and riuring their
emotional and spiritual development. As Christians, we are stewards of the natural world and it is our duty to proteaikaafielo
D2RQa&a ONBIF{GA2y®d hdzNJ C2NBaG { OK22f (sGstaidabiygandNies cRi@i to doankct with G dzNJ
nature in a meaimgful and mutually beneficiavay. St Dominic School believes learning that is based on experience and the acquisition
of skills, rather than outcomes, promotes motivation, values contribution and encourages the engagement and particikion of




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

As a school serving three Catholic parishes, we aim to be a witnessing community, assisting parents in the task ofiltegmnig ch
know God and experience the Christian faith at home and at school. To help the children develop knowledge of tlaid faitier
fathss G KS aOK22f dzaSa Iy w9 OoBfREMIcHN 8melldévoteti RE./ 2YS yR {SS

ENGLISH

English is of vital importance to us all. When reading, the pleasure that story or the discovery of information givésuighieaTlhe
emphasis is alwayso WNB I RA y 3 OEn dljreSsjoreia theYvSige iand the understanding of the text needs to be encouraged
and developed. Being able to recognise words is by itself not sufficient. The school runs a reading scheme alongside theo&kilth

has chosen. We not only encourage patgeto take an active part in helping the child to learn to read enjoy the experience but
believe that the parents have a vital role to play in giving the child confidence.

Phonics teaching begins in the Early Years and continues through to Year 2. Once children are confident and fluenhegadses, t
Accelerded Reader, a computer prograhesignedto further develop comprehension skills. Children are encouraged to become
WaAftA2ylFANS wSIRSNBQ FYR FNB FgFNRSR . 32f RSy o6l RIS 2y 0S (K

The school believes that there is a close relationship between handwriting and spelling. The children are helped todusp yeiitieg
early on, so that the flow of the hand takes them through the word. Looking back at theirtheykare encouraged to see which words
do not appear to be correct.

MATHEMATICS



B o

In Mathematics the focus is always on understanding. The children are given many opportunities to investigate the naiomgeos n

and always encouraged to think things through. Mathematics has a special place in the curriculum because there is and/detigha

I FLaOAyYyl A2y Ay GKS ¢glea GKFG ydzyoSNAR 62N] YR ¢S (viWhdsaild2z2 A
structure and materials for the teaching of Mathematics

SCIENCE

{ OASYy OS aGAYdzZ | G4Sa layoRt pHerodéna shd everddzthid oddaroihdANgm2t aldo (satisfies this curiosity
with knowledge. Our science curriculum is designed to help children learn through their natural curiosity via obserweasbigaition
and problem solving. We were very pleased to achieve the Primary Science Quality RG2R.

COMPUTING

In Computing and ICT, the school Rdsomebooks and iPadgich are all networkedlhese resources providie children with exciting
opportunities to develop their computing skills and to access informatimreased capability in the use of ICT promotes initiative and
independent learning with children being able to make informed @ndgnts about when and where to use ICT to the best effect

PSO A& (Gl dzZ3K4G | ONRaa GKS aO0OK22f (GKNRdAzZIK Ten e® RBE a NIgvats RER iBS | LIL.
integral to all that we do in school, both in curriculum time and outside of les€gnesscurricular opportunities are used to advantage
whenever possible. Various professionals and representatives from outside agencies make regular visits to school tihdurther
OKAf RNByQa (y2¢fSR3IAS | yR dzy RS NAtastoPBSAEMAAd CiFenshi@ LISOGa 2F GKSANI ¢



Parents are primarily responsible for helping their children gain knowledge of, and develop respect for, love and lainghigis. The
a0K22tQa wStFiA2yaKALEA FYR {SE SRdzOI GA2Yy LINE 3 NJIcoerSthelemotiohdl d A 3y
physical and sociological aspects of relationships.

MUSIC & ART

We believe that the arts delight and inform us, stir our emotions and enrich our livésh f RNBy Qa | NI g2N] Aa OS¢
in displays Singing is of great importance and it is a skill that can be taught and which enables children to become musica.thistenin
music is a very difficult skill and playing an instrument calls for practice and perseverance. Lessons in kagsoandplayingare
provided by peripatetic teachers.

HUMANITIES

O
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traditions and those of other cultures.

KAf RNBged Ayl

In Geography the children exploreften through first hand experiences and observatietigeir own locality and compare it with more
distant locations.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

We have our own dedicated sports coach who provides extiraicular activities and teaches lessons to all year groups. The aim of our
t KEAAOFE 9RdzOF GA2Yy OdzNNRA Odz dzY -okidaticin And R8sl #&ni t@ dnjoyinfary spOEA thkR paB if Q& T
a range of local tournaments and evenmdare extremely proud of our sporting achievements to date

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

The teaching of a Modern Foreign Language enriches the curriculum, providing excitement, enjoyment and challenge fashitdren
as supporting and celebrating the international dimensiihchildren in KS2 are taught FrenClur school has close links with secondary
schools and attends their language events.

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

5S&aA3dy YR ¢SOKy2f23& LINBLI NBa LlzLAf a 2. ThalsuhjBchcals fodlpupi®s tobatonie 2 Y 2
autonomous and creative problesolvers and designers, as individuals and members of a team.

HOMEWORK

Homework is recognised by the school as having the potential to raise standards, but this can only happen when it isdakbntse
pupils, parents and staff. There must be a balance between homework and the other opportunities that children halestbatschool
day. As children progress through the schdaoé amount of homework that they are expected to do increases.

We seek your support in helping your child. We ask you to listen to your child read and sign their reading record bolodirheith
their tables and spellingand encourage them in their quest for knowledge in their topics. By working together, we will have a learning
partnership that will really help your child.



As a Catholic school our guidance stems from the example and words of Jesus. The Gospels are the ultimate source taajioile our

W2 KAOK Aa (GKS IANBIFGSad andwergdW RYSY 1 KISY [
D2R GAGK Fff @2dzZNJ KSINIIi ddd f 23S & 2 dzN.

The philosophy of the ArBullying Policy and the Behaviour Policy of St. Dominic School is embodied in our religion as a part of the
OKdzNOKQa GSIFOKAYy3 2y Y2NIftAGe 6KSNB 6S INB FAYAyYy3Y

To develop a moral framework within which initiative, responsibility and sound relationships can flourish
To enable children to develop a sense of-s&fth and a respect and tolerance for others

To provide an environment in which children feel safe, secure and respected

More practically, however, we want the children to:

Treat everyone with kindness and respect

Take good care of our school and the grounds



To achieve these aims everyone must play their pataff, parents, governors and, of course, the children. Indeed, we should recognise
that although many will influence the children, it is the children themselves who must take responsibility forwimeactions. The
school also values highly the role of outside agencies in helping children become aware of their responsibilities in tr@tgomm

The school also has a home/school agreement which you are invited to sign which supports the school in its work of hdipmgpoch
grow and mature.

ld3aSaaySyid 27F O#&AnteqralBayf 6 dur teANREOHS Bdeed Atlie school works hard to ensure consistency across
the age groups. As parents you should be a little cautious about comparing your child with other children. What is inguastane
your child is now, where they were and where we wouké them to be.



At the end of each school year a Record of Achievement (or report) is written about each child. Accompanying this isesppopd

sheet and a parental comment she@iow made available onling) K2 dzf R €2dz gAaK G2 GlFt1 Foz2dzi (K
you should arrange a mutually convenient tinlkiowever, it is most likely that aspects of the report will be discussed at the first meeting
2F GKS ySEG | OFRSYAO @SIFNJI gAGK &2dzNJ OKAftRQa yS6 GSIFOKSNW®

At the end ofReceptionthe School has a statutory requirement to report on the attainment of each child within the Early Learning Goals.
Towards the end of Year 1, children have a statutory phonics screening check to assessgeheirghonic decoding and in YeauF,
the children sit a multiplication check. Standard Assessment Tests (SATS) are given to childrenin Year 6

We have high expectations of our pupils and they consistently achieve well above national Riease see our updated end of Key
Sage results on our school website.

PARENTAL INVOLVEMEN

We are very fortunate in having the strong support of parents. Many are able to give their time through the PTA, helpthg with
important tasks of building community within the school as well as ftaising. Helping new parents feel that they belong aodding

up the school community is an important role taken on by the PTA, as well agdisimt) and making the events enjoyable for both
children and adults.



Parents are frequently invited into school to assist teachers with parti@iachment activitiesand there are many occasions when
parents join us for class assemblies and liturgical celebrations. We value your work, support and partnership.

CONSULTATION AND DIALOGUE

¢KS NBflFiA2yaKALl 0SG6SSy LI NBylda FyR GKS aokKz22ft KI & brkingNHzOA
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class teacher. The teachers may also occasionally request a meeting with you if it is felt it will benefit your child.

2dz gAff 0SS AYOAGSR G2 | F2N¥YIE O2yadzZ GFGA2y YSSGAydasdheyi K &3
provide another useful link between home and school. We encourage you to make every effort to attend.




ESSENTIAL INFORMATIOR

BOYS GIRLS
WINTER WINTER

*Gold polo shirt, with school logo *Gold polo shirt, with school logo
Brown trousers Brown skirt or pinafore or trousers
Brown \Vfneck sweater Brown Vfneck sweater or cardigan
Brown socks Brown woollen tights or white socks
Brown or black shoes Brown or black shoes
SUMMER SUMMER
*Gold polo shirt, with school logo Yellow and white check dress brown trousers/shorts and
*Goldpolo shirt with school logo
Brown socks White socks
Brown \Vfneck sweater Brown cardigan
Brown or black shoes/closeide sandals Brown,black,or white shoes/closedoe sandals

Brown shorts or trousers

PE PE

*White t-shirt, with school logo *White t-shirt, with school logo
Black shorts Black shorts
Trainers with Velcro (infants) Trainers with Velcro (infants)
Trainers (juniors) Trainers (juniors)

Black tracksuit may be worn for outdoor games in winter morr, ~ Black tracksuit may be worn for outdoor games in winte

months
ADDITIONAL ITEMS ADDITIONAL ITEMS
*Yellow book carrier, with school logo *Yellow book carrier, with school logo

*Brown reversible waterproof / fleece jacket, with school logo, *Brown reversible waterproof / fleece jacket, with school Ic

(for outdoor wear only) (for outdoor wear only)
*Gold sunhat, with logo *Gold sunhat, with logo
*Gold PE bag, with logo *Gold PE bag, with logo

Items denoted * are only available through Beat School Unifawmsw.beatschooluniforms.co.uk Alternative suppliers

for the nonlogo items:

Stevensons, 13% 135 Victoria Street, St Albans, Herts, AL1 3XS, Tel: 01727 815700 www.marksandspencer.com
www.johnlewis.com  www.schooluniform247.co.uk

Please ensure that you name all items belonging to your.dMlten items of clothing are found, they are put in our lost property basket
in school and later transferred to the blue container under the covered walkway



JEWELLERY

For health and safety reasons, jewellery should not be worn in scAooéxception is made for watches and one pair of small stud
earrings Earrings must be removed or covered with tape for PE lessons.

At St. Dominic, we recognise that the way you wear your hair can be an expresgmur afentity, race, religion or cultur&Ve will not
stipulate how hair should be worn, but we will ask for it to be tied back if it is a health and safety cdbiteations where this could
happen include, but are not exclusive to, PE/ physical actDifytDesign & technologygcience etc.

TERM DATES



